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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 22 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicants' assertion on Page 12, 2 nd 
Paragraph of the Remarks "Oda is directed to a portable telephone The auxiliary 
power source (3) only provides power to the clock and memory not the entire telephone 
(See Column 3 lines 36 - 40). 

Vossler (US 6,317,593) teaches a means for starting the device at a 
programmable start time including: a means for automatically and periodically updating 
the start time to be greater than said current time (Figure 1 , Column 4 lines 3 - 1 1 , the 
ROM (153) in conjunction with the automatic scheduling program is the updating 
means), wherein said auxiliary power source does not supply power to said updating 
means when said power source is incapable of supplying said power (Figure 1, Column 
3 lines 60-66, the automatic scheduling program is stored in the ROM (153), which 
does not receive auxiliary power). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the phone of Oda with the updating 
means and auxiliary power circuitry of Vossler for the purpose of providing a convenient 
way to ensure that said phone is ready to send and receive calls, or perform other 
phone functions according to a particular user's needs as taught by Vossler. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 -3 and 5-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Oda (5,551,077) in view of Vossler (US 6,317,593). 

Regarding Claim 1, Oda teaches a communication device equipped with an 
automatic operation-keeping system, said communication device comprising: a main 
power source (Figure 1, Column 3 lines 12 - 14), a processing unit supplied with power 
by the main power source (Figure 1, power source (150)), a clock to produce a current 
time (Figure 1 , Column 2 lines 37 - 48, the clock will keep track of the current time so 
that there can be a record of when the main power source failed and when said main 
power source was restored), said clock being supplied with power from an auxiliary 
power source when said main power source is incapable of supplying power (Column 3 
lines 36 - 40) 

Oda does not teach a means for starting the device at a programmable start time 
including: a means for automatically and periodically updating the start time to be 
greater than said current time, wherein said auxiliary power source does not supply 
power to said updating means when said main power source is incapable of supplying 
said power. 



Application/Control Number: 09/829,794 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2684 

Vossler teaches a means for starting the device at a programmable start time 
including: a means for automatically and periodically updating the start time to be 
greater than said current time (Figure 1 , Column 4 lines 3 - 1 1 , the ROM (1 53) in 
conjunction with the automatic scheduling program is the updating means), wherein 
said auxiliary power source does not supply power to said updating means when said 
power source is incapable of supplying said power (Figure 1, Column 3 lines 60 - 66, 
the automatic scheduling program is stored in the ROM (153), which does not receive 
auxiliary power). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the phone of Oda with the updating means and auxiliary 
power circuitry of Vossler for the purpose of providing an alternative means for backup 
power and a convenient way to ensure that said phone is ready to send and receive 
calls, or perform other phone functions according to a particular user's needs as taught 
by Vossler. 

Regarding Claim 2, Oda in view of Vossler teaches all of the claimed limitations 
recited in Claim 1 . Oda further teaches a processing unit comprising automatic 
updating means for updating (Column 2 lines 45 - 48, there is an updating means that 
enables the processor to be updated with the time when the power failure in the main 
power source occurred and the time when the main power source recovered), Vossler 
further teaches updating the start time (Column 4 lines 3-11). 

Regarding Claim 3, Oda in view of Vossler teaches all of the claimed limitations 
recited in Claim 1 . Vossler further teaches a register for storing start times updated by 
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automatic updating means to a time D, so that D = t+N, where N is a time value higher 
than or equal to a start interval and where t is the current time (Column 5 lines 48 - 67, 
Column 6 lines 1-18). 

Regarding Claim 5, Oda in view of Vossler teaches all of the claimed limitations 
recited in Claim 1 . Oda further teaches the device is a portable telephone (Figure 1 , 
Column 3 lines 8- 10). 

Regarding Claim 6, Oda teaches a method of keeping a device in operation after 
a main power source is incapable of supplying power to said device, the method 
comprising the acts of: providing power to a clock by an auxiliary power source when 
main power source is incapable of supplying said power (Column 3 lines 36 - 40). 

Oda does not teach updating a start time to come after a current time when the 
communication device is in operation by an updating means, wherein said auxiliary 
power source does not supply power to said updating means when said main power 
source is incapable of supplying said power, and making a new start when a current 
time established by said clock coincides with a previously updated start time. 

Vossler teaches updating a start time to come after a current time when the 
communication device is in operation by an updating means (Figure 1, Column 4 lines 3 
-11, Column 5 lines 48 - 67, Column 6 lines 1-18, the ROM (1 53) in conjunction with 
the automatic scheduling program is the updating means) wherein said auxiliary power 
source does not supply power to said updating means when said main power source is 
incapable of supplying said power (Figure 1 , Column 3 lines 60 - 66, the automatic 
scheduling program is stored in the ROM (153), which does not receive auxiliary 
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power), and making a new start when a current time established by said clock coincides 
with a previously updated start time (Column 5 lines 48-67, Column 6 lines 1-18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the phone of Oda with the updating means and auxiliary 
power circuitry of Vossler for the purpose of providing an alternative means for backup 
power and a convenient way to ensure that said phone is ready to send and receive 
calls, or perform other phone functions according to a particular user's needs as taught 
by Vossler. 

Regarding Claim 7, Oda in view of Vossler teaches all of the claimed limitations 
recited in Claim 6. Vossler further teaches wherein the start time is updated by adding 
a time increment to the current time (Column 5 lines 48-67, Column 6 lines 1-18, 
time increment can be, for example, hours or days). 

Regarding Claim 8, Oda in view of Vossler teaches all of the claimed limitations 
recited in Claim 7. Vossler further teaches wherein the start time is updated with a 
shorter interval than a value of the time increment (Column 5 lines 48 - 67, Column 6 
lines 1 - 18, a shorter interval can be, for example, minutes). 

Regarding Claims 9, 13, Oda in view of Vossler teaches all of the claimed 
limitations recited in Claims 1 , 6. Vossler further teaches wherein the start time is 
measured form the current time as an instantaneous value in seconds (Column 5 lines 
48 - 67, Column 6 lines 1-18). 

Regarding Claims 10, 14, Oda in view of Vossler teaches all of the claimed 
limitations recited in Claims 9, 13. Vossler further teaches wherein the number of 
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seconds in the instantaneous value is measured as a number of pulses of the clock 
(Column 4 lines 18-21, typical real time clocks measure seconds via clock pulses). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Oda in view of Vossler teaches all of the claimed limitations 
recited in Claim 1 . Oda further teaches a first part that is supplied with power by the 
main power source and a second part that can be supplied with power either by the 
main power or auxiliary power source if the main power fails (Figure 1 , typical CPUs 
comprise a plurality of parts such as a core processor or part, an arithmetic logic unit, 
and a storage part thus Oda teaches a processing unit comprising a plurality of parts 
that can be supplied with power by the main power source or the auxiliary power source 
if the main power fails). 

Regarding Claim 12, Oda in view of Vossler teaches all of the claimed limitations 
recited in Claim 1 1 . Oda further teaches a second part that comprises at least one 
register (Figure 1 , the storage part or memory comprises registers). Vossler further 
teaches retaining the current time and the start time (Column 4 lines 3-11 ^Column 5 
lines 48 - 67, Column 6 lines 1-18). 

4. Claims 15 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oda (5,551,077) in view of Vossler (US 6,317,593) and in further view of Sheynblat et 
al. (US 6,408,196). 

Regarding Claim 15, Oda teaches a method of keeping a device in operation 
after it has been stopped accidentally wherein, when the device is stopped by accident, 
an new start is automatically made (Figures 2, 3, Column 2 lines 37 - 54), the first part 
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is not supplied power (Column 3 lines 36 - 40), when the device is in operation, a main 
power source supplies power to both a first part and a second part of a processing 
section for the communication device (Figure 1, typical CPUs comprise a plurality of 
parts such as a core processor or part, an arithmetic logic unit, and a storage part thus 
Oda teaches a processing unit comprising a plurality of parts that can be supplied with 
power by the main power source). 

Oda does not teach wherein an automatic programmable start time is regularly 
updated to come after a current time and wherein, when the device is stopped by 
accident, a new start is automatically made when a current time established by a clock 
coincides with the previously updated start time and wherein, when the device is 
stopped by accident, the second part is supplied power from an auxiliary source. 

Vossler teaches wherein an automatic programmable start time is regularly 
updated to come after a current time (Figure 1 , Column 4 lines 3-11, Column 5 lines 
48 - 67, Column 6 lines 1-18) and a new start is automatically made when a current 
time established by a clock coincides with the previously updated start time (Figure 1, 
Column 4 lines 3-11, Column 5 lines 48 - 67, Column 6 lines 1 - 18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the phone of Oda with the updating means of Vossler for 
the purpose of providing a convenient way to ensure that said phone is ready to send 
and receive calls, or perform other phone functions according to a particular user's 
needs as taught by Vossler. 
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Oda in view of Vossler does not teach wherein the second part is supplied power 
from an auxiliary power source when the device is stopped by accident. 

Sheynblat teaches wherein at least a part of a processor is supplied power from 
an auxiliary power source (Column 4 lines 40 - 47, Column 5 lines 10-14, in order for 
the telephone circuitry to be activated the processor that controls the telephone 
functions will be supplied power from the auxiliary source such that an emergency call 
can be made). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the auxiliary power circuitry and method of Oda in view of 
Vossler with auxiliary power circuitry and method of Sheynblat for the purpose of 
providing reserve power thereby enabling a user to place an emergency 91 1 call as 
taught by Sheynblat. 

Regarding Claim 16, Oda in view of Vossler and in further view of Sheynblat 
teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claim 15. Oda further teaches a second 
part containing at least one register (Figure 1, the storage part or memory comprises 
registers). Vossler further teaches retaining the current time and the start time (Column 
4 lines 3-11, Column 5 lines 48 - 67, Column 6 lines 1-18). 

5. Claims 17 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oda (5,551,077) in view of Vossler (US 6,317,593) and in further view of Sheynblat et 
al. (US 6,408,196), as applied to Claim 15 above, and further in view of Northcutt et al. 
(US 6,311,081). 
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Regarding Claim 17, Oda in view of Vossler and in further view of Sheynblat 
teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claim 15. Oda further teaches a first 
clocking device operatively connected to the first part and the second part, wherein the 
first clocking device is powered by the auxiliary power source (Figure 1, Column 3 lines 
36 - 40, the processor comprises various parts such as a core processor part and a 
storage part all of which are coupled to the clocking device (6)). 

Oda in view of Vossler and in further view of Sheynblat does not teach a second 
clocking device. 

Northcutt teaches a second clocking device (Column 3 lines 36 - 45, Column 5 
lines 45 - 47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify clock of Oda in view of Vossler and in further view of 
Sheynblat with the first and second clock configuration of Northcutt for the purpose of 
providing a low frequency clock signal during standby thereby enabling all clocked 
circuits of the phone to operate at a slower rate and thus consume less power as taught 
by Northcutt. 

Regarding Claim 18, Oda in view of Vossler in further view of Sheynblat and in 
further view of Northcutt teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claim 17. 
Northcutt further teaches wherein the second clocking is a low frequency clocking 
device (Column 3 lines 36 - 45). 
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6. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oda 
(5,551,077) in view of Vossler (US 6,317,593) as applied to Claim 1 above, and further 
in view of Metroka et al. (5,036,532). 

Regarding Claim 4, Oda in view of Vossler teaches all of the claimed limitations 
recited in Claim 1 . Oda in view of Vossler does not teach an auxiliary power source that 
comprises an electric capacitance. 

Metroka teaches an auxiliary power source that comprises an electric 
capacitance (Column 3 lines 55 - 60). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the capacitor taught by Metroka in the mobile phone of Oda 
in view of Vossler as an alternative means for enabling standby power when the main 
power source is interrupted. 

7. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oda 
(5,551 ,077) in view of Vossler (US 6,317,593) in view of Sheynblat et al. (US 6,408,196) 
as applied to Claim 15 above, and further in view of Metroka et al. (5,036,532). 

Regarding Claim 19, Oda in view of Vossler and in further view of Sheynblat 
teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claim 15. Oda in view of Vossler does 
not teach an auxiliary power source that comprises an electric capacitance. 

Metroka teaches an auxiliary power source that comprises an electric 
capacitance (Column 3 lines 55 - 60). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the capacitor taught by Metroka in the mobile phone of Oda 
in view of Vossler and in further view of Sheynblat as an alternative means for enabling 
standby power when the main power source is interrupted. 

8. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oda 
(5,551,077) in view of Vossler (US 6,317,593) in view of Sheynblat et al. (US 6,408,196) 
in view of Metroka et al. (5,036,532), as applied to Claim 19 above, and further in view 
of Yeh (5,995,814). 

Regarding Claim 20, Oda in view of Vossler in view of Sheynblat and in further 
view of Metroka teaches all of the claimed limitations 1 9. Oda in view of Vossler in view 
of Sheynblat and in further view of Metroka does not teach a sum of filter capacitors. 

Yeh teaches a sum of filter capacitors (Column 4 lines 40 - 42). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the filter capacitors taught by Yeh in the mobile phone of 
Oda in view of Vossler in view of Sheynblat and in further view of Metroka for the 
purpose of reducing power supply noise as taught by as taught by Yeh. 

9. Claims 21 - 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oda (5,551 ,077) in view of Vossler (US 6,31 7,593) and in further view of Northcutt et al. 
(US 6,31 1,081) 
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Please Note: Examiner has made the assumption that applicant meant to write 
"first clock" instead of "second clock" in Claim 21 lines 12, since the first clock is the 
updating means. 

Regarding Claim 21, Oda teaches a device comprising a main power source for 
supplying power (Column 3 lines 36 - 40); an auxiliary power source for supplying 
power to a first clock for providing said current time when said main power source is 
incapable of providing power (Column 3 lines 36 - 40). 

Oda does not teach a memory for storing an augmented time which is greater 
than a current time and is updated periodically using a first clock; a controller powered 
by said auxiliary power source, said controller being configured to set a start time when 
said main power source is incapable of providing said power, wherein said auxiliary 
power source does not supply power to said first clock when said main power source is 
incapable of supplying said power. 

Vossler teaches a memory for storing an augmented time which is greater than a 
current time and is updated periodically using a first clock (Column 4 lines 3-11, 
Column 5 lines 48 - 67, Column 6 lines 1 - 18); a controller powered by said auxiliary 
power source (Column 3 lines 60 - 66), said controller being configured to set a start 
time when said main power source is incapable of providing said power (Column 3 lines 
60 - 66, the controller comprises the real time clock which sets the start time), wherein 
said auxiliary power source does not supply power to said first clock when said main 
power source is incapable of supplying said power (Column 3 lines 66 - 67, the power 
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from both sources is lost thus the auxiliary power source will not supply when the main 
power source is incapable of supplying power). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the phone of Oda with the controller and auxiliary power 
circuitry of Vossler for the purpose of providing an alternative means for backup power 
and a convenient way to ensure that said phone is ready to send and receive calls, or 
perform other phone functions according to a particular user's needs as taught by 
Vossler. 

Oda in view of Vossler does not teach a second clock. 

Northcutt teaches a second clock (Column 3 lines 36 - 45, Column 5 lines 45 - 

47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify clock of Oda in view of Vossler with the first and second 
clock configuration of Northcutt for the purpose of providing a low frequency clock signal 
during standby thereby enabling all clocked circuits of the phone to operate at a slower 
rate and thus consume less power as taught by Northcutt. 

Regarding Claim 22, Oda in view of Vossler and in further view of Northcutt 
teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claim 21. Vossler further teaches 
wherein said controller is configured to set the start time when said current time 
provided by said clock equals said augmented time stored in memory (Column 4 lines 3 
-11, Column 5 lines 48 - 67, Column 6 lines 1-18). 
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Conclusion 



1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raymond S. Dean whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7877. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay A. Maung can be reached on 571-272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). /? \ 



Raymond S. Dean 
December 15, 2005 





